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Keetwonen, 1000 shipping containers from China modified into student housing in Amsterdam, is the largest shipping container housing 
development in the world.  It has been praised for its innovation, cost effectiveness and design.

For students, living in modified shipping containers is actually better than it sounds on paper.  Each unit addresses many of the common 
concerns for students living in student housing such as privacy and cleanliness, while retaining the social aspects of living in dorms.  Each unit 
includes amenities such as private bathroom, kitchen, separate sleeping and study room areas, ventilation, heat, hot water heater, large 
windows and even private balcony.
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Located on the Utrecht University campus in Utrecht, Netherlands, the shipping container dormitories were built as a solution to an 
overwhelming shortage of student housing.
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New College dorm for student at Le Havre, France. Their rooms are modern, light-filled 
and made from old shipping containers! Called Cité a Docks and designed by Cattani 
Architects, the minimalistic dwellings each come with a bathroom, a kitchen and, most 

importantly, bragging rights.
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Cattani made sure they created an open feeling with their design which can be quite a 
challenge when you’re working with closed grey boxes as your base element.
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