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                MAYORAL PROCLAMATION CITY OF 

                             JEFFERSONVILLE 

     TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS MAY COME, GREETING: 

  WHEREAS, the Office of the Mayor of the City of Jeffersonville wishes to 

commend and support those individuals and organizations who contribute to 

the growth and well-being of our community through their services and deeds; 

and 

  WHEREAS, the late Ron Johnson, Founder of the National Family Life and 

Education Center in 1986, developed the Ten Steps Rites of Passage program. 

The program originally began as an outreach ministry of Ward African 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Los Angeles, California. It was designed as a 

model program to assist African American boys in disadvantaged 

circumstances in making a successful transition from adolescence to manhood; 

and 

  WHEREAS, this model Ten Step Rites of Passage Program has been 

implemented by the Boys and Girls Club of Northwest Indiana. The mission of 

the Ten Steps Rites of Passage Program is to work with "at risk" youth, their 

families, and support systems to build individual character, promote self-

discipline, self-awareness, and self sufficiency for self determination. The 

program has a significant impact on the middle school students who participate 

in the program's one-on-one mentoring services. The youngsters do better in 

school, are less likely to use alcohol, take drugs, or join a gang and have 

improved attitudes about their future, their peers and their family; and 

  WHEREAS, through the program, volunteer adult mentors meet with 

youngsters for an hour each week for a minimum of one year. The meetings, 

which alternate between school sites and community locations, offer 

meaningful educational, recreational, and developmental opportunities; and 

  WHEREAS, Director Paul L. Washington, Jr., develops programming that 

provides technical assistance, exposure and other valuable resources necessary 

to address the needs of the program 

participants and their families; and . 

  WHEREAS, thirty-nine participants embarking on a journey to a brighter 

future, have toured historical Black Colleges which included college 

preparatory seminars, historical monuments and memorials; and 

  WHEREAS, the Ten Step Rites of Passage participants were invited by the 

Rapid Response Recovery News and the Men's Fellowship of Bethel AME 

Church and Tubby's Pizza to visit the City of Jeffersonville in Clark County, 

Indiana, located on the Ohio River adjacent to Clarksville. 

  WHEREAS, the Lewis and Clark expedition is an American story. An 

odyssey all Americans can share. There is something in the Lewis and Clark 

expedition for everyone. If you're interested in science, you are introduced to 

new plants, new animals and new territory. If you are interested in Native 

Americans, you learn about the American Indian culture before it is 

transformed and you can share in the excitement and dangers encountered by 

the expedition. 

  NOW, THEREFORE, I, Thomas R. Galligan, Mayor of the City of 

Jeffersonville, in the State of Indiana, do hereby proclaim October 25, 2009 

                   TEN STEP RITES OF PASSAGE DAY 

  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 

Official Seal of the City of .Jeffersonville to be affixed this 21 st day of 

October, 2009. 

The Honorable Judge Dan Moore Presents Mayoral 

Proclamation to Paul Washington the: 

  

      39 Hungry Young Men Enjoy  the Best Pizza in Town - Tubby’s

Young Men from Lake County Ten Steps 

Rites to Passage Program Thank the City of

Jeffersonville and the Rapid Response News
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